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The Past, Present and Future of General Systems Studies

LIN Yi
(International Institute for General Systems Studies 23 Kings Lane Grove City, PA 16127, USA)

Abstract: As suggested by the title of this paper, the author focuses on the fundamental concepts of systems re-

search, its historical background and knowledge structure. The paper discusses achievements of the systems science

made in the ancient and modem times. The author pays a closerlook at different aspects of the systems knowledge ,

the philosophy and the current situation and provides a list of established schools of systemic thoughts. The position

of systems studies in the scientific history is discussed. Our paper concludes with a description about the future of

the systems science and a list of some open problems.
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